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PATHOS CLASSIC ONEMK 3

Afforaable hero fares well against its higher-priced competitors

here are valve amps and there are solid-

state amps and there are hybrids, which

combine hath technologies. Pathos
specialises in the last type and while the
company's praprietary 'INPOL configuration is
reserved for upmarket models, this more
modest unit still combines smallsignal valves
with power MOSFET, not to mention bipolar
Lransistors in between, There are plenty of
unexplored passibilties in this direction and
we're happy to see people Investigating some
of them.

The appearance has plenty of old-style valve
amp about it, and we find those little cages
over the two valves rather charming, but the
overall effect can seem z little fissy, Behind
the red capacitors, a slotted metal cover
distinctly reminiscent of a valve cage covers
a heatsink which cares; on its hottom face,
one pair per channel of MOSFETS. They and
the rest of the circuitry, are attached to a
circult board, which occupies most of the
Internal space with a small separate board
carrying input and output sockets and also the
input selection relays,

Uniquely in this group, the Classic One uses
an electronic attenuator for volurme control
giving accurate half-dR steps from full volume
down to inaudibility. It makes volume
adjustment a little slow, but the digital display
means you can find your preferred setting
easily. That display is shared by the input
sefector and, in normal use, there's nothing to
show which input is In fact actve. One of the
five inputs 15 balanced,

Although compenents are not extravagant,
there are same nice touches ‘n this unit such
as the use of non-magnetic stainless steel for
the chassis and a pair of very upmarket op-
amps in the circuit,

SOUND QUALITY

Few of the comments on this amp suggest that
it is qualitatively different from the others in
any particularly solid-state way. On the
cantrary, its big sound picture and generally
smooth presentation are very much classic
valve charactenstics. Although its attack was
thought to be amang the best, 't was not
necessarily the very pinnacle of the group
(accorting to our 'blind” listeners) and bass
control attracted a little mild cnticism,

Perhaps the treble is the most ‘transistensed'
area. It is just a touch bright, but its extensian
s welcome and gives a good shimmer Lo
delicate sounds like small percussion
instruments and a real sense of acoustic ‘air' to
well-miked recordings.

Very law bass is good, extended and tunaful
and this served the orchestral track well and
dlso the Miles Davis. The bass control 1ssues
apply mostly to the higher hass regions,
making rhythm occasionally a little unclear.

Detail is also among the best of the group.
In fact, we were very taken with the way the
Classic One presents detail; unfussy and, on
the whole, playing second fiddle to the overall
musical picture. Imaging Is broad but not ultra-
precise, a trade-off we found pleasant. Pathos
does indeed seem to have achieved a marriage
petween valves and transistors which is
sonically biased towards the former HFC

LAB REPORT

That this amp should have something of a ‘
valve sound will be no surprise if you believe,

as we do, that distortion measurements have

at least something to do with sound perception,

This is by no means the lowestistortion amp

In the group and it puts out quite a rich spectrum

of distortion down to less than 1W output, ‘
Where it does show its solidstate nature is in

the output impedance, which is by a factor of

nearly 20, the lowest in the group and will,

at least, make for a loudspeakerinvaniant

frequency response, Noise is the weakest of the
group, but the figure is still decent enough by ‘

the general standards of current amplifiers.
And, of course, output power is higher than
any of the allvalve models, with considerably
greater dynamic power into low impedances
‘ thanks again to the low output impedance,

HOW IT COMPARES |

Better »5»

LA

<ot ISIOM

1] Cyramic power == +30% ‘
2] Frequency response »» -20%

3] Dynamic range = -40%

4] Distorion »» -308%

5] Cutput impedance »» +60%

SPECIFICATIONS

Distoran ©TkHZ 8 chms)

Frequency response D2OHz-20kHzZ)

SOUND Marying all Ihe strengths of

+ W W A classic valve and so d-state
amps would be a tall onder,

PRACTICALITY out this 2llrctive amp gets

* * * * close, offenng beautifully

musical presentation with
BUILD good londity ard detail.
Warmly recommended.
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UNISON RESEARCH PRELUDIO

An intnguing blend of old and new, but is that enough?

We've seen guite a few products from Linison
over the years and the ramily likeness is nat
hard Lo find. That ciassic Italian love of
mediurn-dark hardwood, for a start, and the
praud way in which the vaves stand alone,
Like many ather Unison Research products, this
is a single-ended amplifier, using [ust one valve
for the output stage of each channel

ost amplifiers, hoth valve and solid-state,
Jse push-pull pairs of output devices for
regsans of eff ciency, but single-ended
operation has always nad its advocales who
cite its very simplicity as a majar reason why it
wi'l {when cone well} always sound better than
push-pull. There's a lot maore Lo amplifier
design than the output conliguration, of
course. But with s use of a single KT8E in
ultralinear configuration, this amp does make a
very interesting comparison with the others in
the group that use the same valve ard the
same basic configuration in push-pull.

The downside & oulpul power = the rating
being only around 14 watts — out hased an
years of expenence, we've no hesitation in
saying that suitably partnered, 14 watts can
make for a very satisfying system that will play
loud with no special pleading required.

There's an intriguing blend of old and new
inth's amp, single-ended being the earliest
amplifier conliguration, while the KTA8 s a
relatively moderm valve and the intemal
assembly uses g very mocemn circuit board
anc integraled circuit regulators for parts
of the power supply, plus surface-mounted
components in the remote control receiver
section. [here's even an og-amp in thens,
though as far as we could see it's simply
pulfenng the subwoofer output signal,

Buld guality 1s very good and yes, the wood
is solid and luxunious, too.

SOUND QUALITY

If the Ayon is mare an amp for lovers of
melody than of rhythm, this is in many ways s
antithesis. Belying any expectaticn one mignt
have born of power ratings, physical size or
moce of operatiar, the scund seemed to our
listeners to be oulslandingly rhythmic and
Invely, with excellenl articulation and a very
good sense of oeing there,

There are limitalions, mostly in respect of
detail and large-scale dynamics. Rhythm is
largely about small-scale dynamics, of course,
but over spans of seconds to minutes this amn
seems a little less assured and can develop @
trace of hardness 1n loud passages that scems
to restncl dynamics a little.

There are sume slight deviatiars fram tonal
accuracy, most notably a lack of really low
bass. Hearc in isolation this might indeeg pass
muster, but in the company of a bunch of its
peers, mostly well-endowed in that region, the
Preludio comes across as a shade light.

Delall 1s good, especially in quiet passages of

music, while imaging has excellert depth and
pratly good lateral extension and definition,
Despite some specific deviations from maosl
pecple’s idea of valve sound’, this amp
perhaps comes closest to embodying Lhe valve
ideal of musical involvermenl above all else. If
ni-fi specifics mean a lat Lo you, you may yet
do better elsewhere, but this is undoubtedly &
very musical amp. HFC

LAB REPORT

Single-ended amplifiers are not noted for

high output power and the Preludio’s 13W is
reasonably generous for the breed. It's achieved
with less distortion than some of the push-pull
models, and Unison Research also deserves
congratulations for the amazingly flat frequency
response of this amp, not such an easy thing to
achieve with this type of circuit. Output power

| falls off at 20Hz to about 3W: ideally, we'd like

to see half-rated power at this frequency, but

in mast real recordings there's relatively little
power below 50 or 60Hz, so it's not a serious
drawhack. The distortion spectrum is interesting
in that it very closely resembles most of the
push-pull models' in shape and rate of fall-off
as signal level drops, while output impedance

15 also similar. If there is truly some magic
science to single-ended, we can't spot it here!

HOW IT COMPARES

Better s3>

<<< S0P

1] Dyvniarmic power »» -40%

2] Fregquency responsc > +40%
3] Dynamic range »» -20%

4] Distortion »> +10%

51 Output 'meoedance »» 0%

.............................

SPECIFICATIONS

Measurament

TLLI

Pewar oulpul (A péirns) A7 134

Distortion {1 kHz. & ohms) 3 20

Mequency responsa (2 0HZ-2 (kHz) ; +0.1dB

S, |

V ERD ICT lm}:&‘:‘t-:-:lh'*:.ﬂttmhﬁam
SOUND & rrythmically confident
**** amz, which may lack a

title bass and zasolute
PRACTICALITY power, aut ma<as up for
+ W W i in livelivess, contal

gd imaging. Strong on
BUILD detzil, this amn ces close o
* * > * the valve iceal,
VALUE HEF STORE
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CONCLUSIONS

Our valve amps have it all; good looks, absolute power and high performance levels

s the temperature in our
listening room cocls sack
to normal after the climatic
assault of all thase valves, whal
conclusions can we draw? First and
foremost, given the competition,
valves are clearly a viable and
valid amplifying technology It's
aven more significant that all

our 'blind® listeners were ragulars
and the notes they left behind
were not remarkably different in
tone and content from those

left after a morning aucitioning
transistor models. In other words,
If sound s your anly criterion, then
the simple presence or acsence

. TRY THEM WITH THESE

CD PLAYERS

RECA SATURN £1,298

One o7 the bes! integrated soLnds from
a sensibily priced player

TOWNSHEND TAS65 £3,000
A plaver that's well 2quinped to make
the most of O anc migh-res discs,

of valves may in the end oe
samething of a red herring.

There is such a thing as a valve
souna stereotype, though, and if
we heard T frem any of Lhese amps
It was the Melody Lhat provided it
Big ana strong on generalities, it's
a bit thin on real insignt, rhythmic
precsion anc invelvement It has
its place certain'y, but didn't really
press aur buttens. For us, the Ayon
seemed more successful, giving a
geod measure of itself, but
maintaining rather more of the
deta | and allack within the music
Both models leok a millien dollars,
especially with the Melody's valve

LOUDSPEAKERS
LIVING VORCE AUDITORIUM £1,700
Trs Hocrstarder has a nicely apen

salance and very gocd musical insight

QUAD ESL 2805 £4,500
the LhL was desicmed to parser a 15-
vedtl valve amp and still sounds lovely,

VALVE AMPS AT A GLANCE

PRICE £1,745

BEST WY
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£2 498 £14499

cage remaoved, and will give you
audiophile crad in spades!

If it's sheer class you're looking
for, then it's probably no accident
that the two Italian jobs win the
day (both also scung very
appealing in their different ways).
The Falhos seems to be a marmage
of bolh convenience and real
alleclion between valves and
transistors. With solid-state control
and valve euphony (to the extent
these vast generalisations are
valid), it boasts a usetul power
autput that makes choosing
speakers a little easicr than some
other lower powered all-valve

models demand. If power really
sri't an issue, the Linison Research
Preiudio is very much an al'-
rounder with a very appealing
prasentation and grasp of
contrasted musical styles,

Which leaves lcon and Copland,
both also very capable. The
Copland is great for people who
aren't valve afic onados as such
while the loon s (almosl) the
u'timate tweaker's amglifier — four
subtly different sounds in one
chassis. We enjoyed Lhis group a
lot. When all's said and done, there
Is something peculiarly appezling
shout valves... HFC

- HINTS AND TIPS

»> Valva amas run hol and need lots of
space arcund and espeually above
thea. Al ttle added Moor clearance
does no harm ailher,

2 Mever mind saving electr city,
switching ofl when rot » use “ar an
hour or more w ! zroong valve lite,

Astro Black 50

£1,845 £1,535

>» Mosl valve grmps 1avie outouts for
“our and e ghl ohm speakers. The orly
wiay Lo find wricn is cest in practice is
trial and eror,

=2 Il sume way of checking and
adjusling bias s provided, do it reughly
menthly for best saunc and longeviey.

ERET BUY

£1.825

SOUND i Thk ks hkkkr kkd s Kk ok * %k
FEATURES Y Y 7 - e e o & TR 66 &E b & G L. 0. 8.6 1 ' & & &
BUILD S v ok 1L 2.0 6. & T & 6 & 1 *hkkdx  hkwok: kkkkd
VALUE A ok o ok ok ok i okkok *oh ko kkkkk kkkk s
OVERALL ok % i i kR s kokokok Kokokk hokkkok  hkkok o
CONCLUSION  The antithesis of sofid- A musical and invalving The ability to 'tune Rhythm is nat a strength,  An attractive amplifier A rhythmically confident

amp, it lacks absolute
poveer, but makes up tor
itin livaeliness, contral
and imaiging

affering beautifully
musical prescnialion wilh
goad tanality and detail,
plus looks to die for

arnplifier which alse has
censiderable insight and
is userfriendly by valve
amp standards

to taste’ merely adds
to whal is already an
attractively melodic and
weell-balanced sound

but integration between
instruments is excellent
and sound generally
stressfree

slabe muscle amps:
sound is supersmooth,
but actually detail is
decent and tonality good

LINE INPLTS 4 5 4 3 h 5
TAPEQUTPLTS © I 1 0 1 1
PHONO INFUT  No Fas M Mo Mo Ha
SIZE (WXHXD)  46x25:35cm £3%19x40cm Adx205x35cm 435224 em 23%15x4 7 cm I 1833cm
WEIGHT  I8ig 21kg 28kg 26ko kg T8kq
REMOTE CONTROL  'Yes Yes i Mo Yes e
BALANCED INPUT  Nc N Mo Y5 YES L
LAB CONCLUSIONS - E =~ EXCELLENT » G = GOOD » A= AVERAGE + P = POOR : '
CLIP POINT  T4VA 208G 10.5YA 19%G 23.5VG 1P
FREQUENCY RESPONSE  +0.5dEC +0,2dBE =2 CEA +(.2dEE +0.5dBd £0.16BE
DYMAMIC RANCE  10BdGE 109aBE 102dBG HLdBE 50dEG 101 daG
OUTPUT IMPEDANCE 5 chmP 0.9 01mA 1.5 ohmA 14 choni 0.05 chmG 1.5 ohm#A
POWER CONSUMPTION  1R5W.. 180%, 1.5 Tolhws B2 160 - IS 1350/ -
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